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Technology Corner by Ami Levartovsky 
 
Sony Action Cam Mini: A Shrunken-Down Shooter for the Adventurous 
Gizmodo - 4 September 2014 
 
Sony will ship in October a smaller version of its Action Cam, called, what else, Ac-
tion Cam mini.  
The new model is 30 per cent smaller and weighs only 57g. It shoots 1080p video at 
30 or 60 frames-per-second, or 720p video at 120 fps. The Mini can take 12MP stills, 
just like the older Action Cam. It’s got the same Steadyshot Zeiss lens, and the same 
Bionz X processor. There is actually one improvement in the Mini’s specs over the 
regular Action Cam; it records video with the new X-AVC S codec, which should 
make for cleaner, higher quality footage. 

The Action Cam Mini is splash-proof without an additional case. For deeper  

submergences, the cam is bundled with a waterproof case that will survive up to 5 
meters beneath the surface of your favourite body of water.  

The biggest sacrifice in the Action 
Cam Mini is the battery life. When using the camera with Wi-Fi turned on and paired 
with the Live View Remote, you will get a paltry 70 minutes of record time. The  

larger version of the Action Cam would run for at least a couple of hours before dy-
ing. 

 

 

The Action Cam Mini will sell in the US for $US250 with the waterproof case and a 
tripod mount. Bundled with the Live View Remote, it will cost you $US350. 
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Vello Freewave Stryker Lightning/Motion Trigger - B&H 

Vello has just released a new camera trigger that utilizes a Passive Infrared Sensor to 
activate your camera’s shutter when it detects movement within a range of about 5m.  

It can also be set to be triggered by lightening or fireworks. Available for both Canon 
or Nikon for US$80. 

 

The Mother of all Telephotos you’ll never be able to afford… 
B&H 

 

 

 

The Canon 1200/5.6L USM (priced at $120,000) has been built on a special-order 
basis since 1993, and the ‘official word’ is there are "more than twelve, less than 
twenty" of them in existence. 

The delivery time is about 18 months. National Geographic magazine, Sports  

Illustrated, Canon Professional Services, and a few well-heeled enthusiasts are 
counted among the fortunate few who own these unique optics. 

As for image quality, even wide open it's quite lovely. Stopped down to f/8 and f/11 
it's actually quite remarkable but when you are shooting images of objects literally a 
mile away or further you start contending with haze, smog, and heat radiation that 
can greatly diminish the image quality. 

Need something longer? A Canon Extender EF 1.4x boosts the beast up to a 1680/8, 
and the Canon Extender EF 2x will get you to a 2400/11. For what it's worth, if you 
couple this lens to a Rebel XTi or EOS 40D you end up with the 35mm-equivalent of 
1920/5.6, a 2688/8 with a 1.4x extender, and a 3840/11 with a 2x extender. If you 
need to focus any tighter to your subject you'll have to hop a plane and fly there. 

For a video see http://www.gizmodo.com.au/2014/08/walking-around-with-a-giant-
1200mm-lens-is-sure-to-draw-a-crowd/ 
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FLIR One gives your iPhone infrared Predator vision  

http://www.flir.com/flirone/  

For US$349 you can photograph heat signatures using this iPhone accessory.	

 

 
Previously, such cameras were bulkier and more expensive. 

 

 

 
 

The reason for my bringing this accessory to your attention is that it is capable of 
stealing your PIN!  

This photo shows not only the PIN but also the order of the digits – the hottest being 
the last…  

The solution is to touch other keys (without pressing hard) before, during and after 
pressing your PIN digits. 

For video demonstration see: 

 http://gizmodo.com/how-to-protect-your-atm-pin-from-theives-with-thermal-c-
1627833781 
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FOCUS NIGHT 

 
10TH SEPTEMBER, 2014 

 

Lee Crispe 

Barry Crispe & Gerry Benjamin 

Chris Kembessos 
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Howard Gregg 

Jim Whitehead & Ian Scott 

Eddie Hanham & Ruskin Spiers 

Graham Sainty & Mike Elton 
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President: 

Ruskin Spiers 

  

Vice President: 

Ami Levartovsky 

  

Secretary: 

Peter Frohlich 

  

Treasurer: 

Elvio Favalessa 

  

  

The Club meets on the FOURTH WEDNESDAY of each month (except for  

November & December) at 8PM at the Dougherty Centre, Victor Street, Chatswood. 

Tea & Coffee are available from 7PM. FOCUS nights, which usually cover  

technical subjects, are held on the SECOND WEDNESDAY of each month 

(except January & December) at 7.30PM at the Dougherty Centre, Victor Street, 

Chatswood.  

The Committee meets on the FIRST WEDNESDAY of each month. Members are  

always welcome to attend, and for meeting time and venue, see any committee  

member. 

Member’s guests may be invited to meetings; the first visit is free, subsequent visits 

are $5. New members are always welcome. Annual membership is single $60, self 

and spouse $85,  Overseas and Country members $35  

  

Note: Equipment brought to a Club night is not covered by the Club’s insurance. 

Members should study their household insurance and check whether their video 

equipment is covered away from their premises and consider whether their cover 

should be extended.  

All articles in the “Electronic Eye” magazine are copyright. Reproduction is allowed 

by other video clubs providing both author and The Sydney Video Makers Club are 

acknowledged.  

Disclaimer: In regard to any products, services or procedures which are either  

advertised or  
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President  Ruskin Spiers  0420 834 080 

Vice President  Ami Levartovsky 0419 0419 01 

Secretary Peter Frohlich 0414 414 441 

Treasurer  Elvio Favalessa  0438 980 060 

Membership Secretary  Elvio Favalessa  0438 980 060 

Library Manager  Graham Sainty  0412 764 771 

Event Organiser  Mike Elton  0401 928 994 

Committee Ilma Cave 0410 758 941 

Committee Kerry Gibson 0423 645 532 

Committee Stuart Plant 0412 509 25 

other roles 

Presentation team  Phil Brighton, Ian Howard, Stuart Plant,  

 Kerry Gibson 

Editor Electronic Eye  Margaret Tulloh  0451 9718 

Competition Manager  shared  - Ruskin, Ilma Cave 

Web Master  Glen Booth  0413 159 003  

Visitors Coordinator  Gerry Benjamin, Rob Nercessian 

Team Coordinator  

Please address all correspondence for Committee Action to: 

The Secretary, 

Sydney Video Makers Club, 

P.O. Box 1185, 

    CHATSWOOD NSW 2057  


