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President’s Message

Clip Surgery

Tips of the Month

From the Club Library

Write a Caption—Win a Bottle
Celtex—The free Scripting Tool
Focus Night—Review

Don’t Forget Members Clips at Club Night
Did You Know

Outing At Lane Cove.

Tips of the month—Walkie Talkie
Another Tip for You

Spend $5000 and $15000
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TIP OF THE MONTH.

Using SD cards for Digital Camera media storage is now a clearly entrenched part of our technology arsenal. Simple
system but very important for good media management. As with all things there can be a problem or two. Most

cameras use a simple numeric system to identify the separate clips.

Numbers like “00001, 00002—000nn” etc. Each new card uses the same number sequence every time. Now if you
need to load two or more SD card contents direct into a folder on your computer or NLE library confusion can reign
because of the repeated numbers. Now your NLE might be able to sort them out by using individual metadata but

we humans are not so adept.
A very useful piece of free software “AB rename” available from
www.bulkrenameutility.co.uk

AB rename can resolve the issue quickly renaming the clips to your choice of identification.

With the application installed the process is very simple.

1. Use the utility to access your folders and open the one required
2. With the media loaded select all of the clips on the ones you want to change. (in the example
only half of those available were selected to show the changes proposed.
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3. In the Repl(3). box make the changes you want to implement. In the example I have selected
“000” replacing it with “my_project”.

4. When you are satisfied with the change proposed execute the change by clicking on the
“Rename” button which is at the very bottom LHS of the AB Rename window. The finished

changes will be shown for confirmation.
Try it! it’s handy and reliable
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All in all they help you tell the story in a more engaging manner

There is a lot of time and effort contributed by the committee to make Focus Nights such interesting and
informative events, and | strongly encourage you to attend in future.

Elvio Favalessa
Treasurer



photo and you could win a bottle of wine.

You don’t need to edit the picture, just jot down your suggestions and
bring them along to the next Club or Focus Night or email them to:



When you sign up it gives you the full premium features for 15 days, and as
you're using it every now and then it will ask if you'd like to upgrade, but the
basic version stays free forever - and it's well worth having and using.

You can download it free at celtx.com.



Focus Night: A Review

by Elvio Favalessa

Hi everyone! Here’s a review of the last Focus Night which was held on Wednesday 8 April.

We had a good turnout of 22 members and the night was interesting and

informative.

Session 1
lan Scott presented two of his own travel videos.

1. The Loire Valley, which was made about seven years ago

2. The London Eye, which was
more recent

It was a good start to critique aspects of the production. Did the
videos stand the test of time? Some tips gained from this session
include:

Focus on just one story and make the piece shorter
Shoot more cut-aways
Use your travelling companion as the default focus

Here are some images from lan’s presentation:




The presentation prompted an interesting group discussion and we shared some good ideas.

Session 2
The next session was presented by Ruskin Spears who shared some insights into elements of video

production, including:

Focus the story on a wider audience and make sure there’s a BME

Think beyond the footage you’ve shot, use graphics and ideas
from the web

Add the voiceover once you have the story

Session 3
This was followed by a training video from Lynda.com, which covered
the following:

Use a shallow depth of field to help enhance storytelling
Use camera moves to really boost your production values
Audio, audio, and audio

Session 4
The final session was on graphics.

Use professionally designed graphics either as guides or buy them for as little as $5

Integrate graphics from the internet using Photoshop and animate the layers in your NLE






2015 March

DID YOU KNOW?

The Club has a comprehensive library of books that you can borrow
and learn from.

Take a look at the listing via the website, by clicking on "RESOURCES" then on
"LIBRARY". To borrow something speak with Graham who is our Librarian.
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Outing to Lane Cove National Park
by Mike Elton Social Secretary

Despite the dire weather forecast’s the weather on Sunday the 19th April was fine and warm. The turn up

was however rather disappointing. However those that came had a great time and it was a chance to get

together and talk. Gerry and his wife Marie had no problem in getting a free cooking device and were soon

frying sausages. Most of us took sandwiches of one kind or another and mineral water or wine.

There was plenty to pho-
Kites.

tograph, birds or people with

Maree & Gerry Benjamin

Elton, Lorraine Scott with Gerry.

Barry Crispe, Gerry Benjamin & lan Scott

Gerry Rob Nercessian & Maree Benjamin

Lee & Barry Crispe with Gerry
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Gerry Benjamin

Agnes, Lorraine & Lee.

Clare Waterworth

The Pest
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rave I your Kilbdy 1> d SeL Ul wdlKiE LdIKIED.

Shouting is far from ideal and mobile phones are fiddly to use for this sort of
thing. Plus, you can't talk to lots of people at the same time with a phone, or keep
the connection open for a long time and so on/..

I've done a number of things where cars have been involved and they were
very useful. In fact, for the final scene in Running Early which was shot outside
Graham'’s house we had 3 cars all move in the same scene and we had to stop
cars in the the road while we filmed it.

We had 3 walkie talkies, one for the first car to move, from which everyone else
took their cue, one for the director to call action and one for the person stopping
cars - who could also then hear the director call ‘cut’ and release the cars.

They're cheap and well worth having, | think my set of 3 cost about $125.
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ANOTHER TIP FOR YOU.

Using SD cards for Digital Camera media storage is now a clearly entrenched part of our technology arsenal. Simple system but
very important for good media management. As with all things there can be a problem or two. Most cameras use a simple
numeric system to identify the separate clips.

Numbers like “00001, 00002—000nn" etc. Each new card uses the same number sequence every time. Now if you need to
load two or more SD card contents direct into a folder on your computer or NLE library confusion can reign because of the

repeated numbers. Now your NLE might be able to sort them out by using individual metadata but we humans are not so
adept.

A very useful piece of free software “AB rename” available from
www.bulkrenameutility.co.uk

AB rename can resolve the issue quickly renaming the clips to your choice of identification.

With the application installed the process is very simple.

1. Use the utility to access your folders and open the one required
2. With the media loaded select all of the clips on the ones you want to change. (in the example
only half of those available were selected to show the changes proposed.

3. In the Repl(3). box make the changes you want to implement. In the example I have selected
“000” replacing it with “my_project”.

4. When you are satisfied with the change proposed execute the change by clicking on the
“Rename” button which is at the very bottom LHS of the AB Rename window. The finished

changes will be shown for confirmation.
Try it! it’s handy and reliable

| Scott SEC SVMC
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PHOTOS FROM MEETING NIGHT 25TH MARCH, 2015
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Camazilla expert
Demonstrating at

Club meeting 25th
March, 2015
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President:

Ruskin Spiers

Vice President:

Ami Levartovsky

Secretary:

lan Scott

Treasurer:

Elvio Favalessa

The Club meets on the FOURTH WEDNESDAY of each month (except for

November & December) at 8pm at the Dougherty Centre, Victor Street, Chatswood. Tea & Coffee are

available from 7pm FOCUS nights, which usually cover

technical subjects, are held onthe SECOND WEDNESDAY of each month (except January & December)
at 7.30PM at the Dougherty Centre, Victor Street, Chatswood.

The Committee meets on the FIRST WEDNESDAY of each month. Members are
always welcome to attend, and for meeting time and venue, see any committee
member.

Member’s guests may be invited to meetings; the first visit is free, subsequent visits are $5. New mem-
bers are always welcome. Annual membership is single $70, Couple/Family$ 95, Overseas and Country

members S35

Note: Equipment brought to a Club night is not covered by the Club’s insurance. Members should study
their household insurance and check whether their video equipment is covered away from their premises

and consider whether their cover should be extended.

All articles in the “Electronic Eye” magazine are copyright. Reproduction is allowed by other video clubs

providing both author and The Sydney Video Makers Club are acknowledged.

Disclaimer: In regard to any products, services or procedures which are either advertised or mentioned in
this newsletter, members should determine for themselves the reliability and/or suitability for their own
requirements. The Sydney Video Makers Club cannot accept responsibility for any product or service
statements made herein, and the opinions and comments of any contributors are not necessarily those

of the club of the Committee.
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President Ruskin Spiers 0420 834 080

Vice President Ami Levartovsky 0419 041 901
Secretary lan Scott 0419 239 953
Treasurer Elvio Favalessa 0438 980 060
Membership Secretary Elvio Favalessa 0438 980 060
Library Manager Graham Sainty 0412 764 771
Social Secretary Mike Elton 0401 928 994
Committee Graham Sainty 0412 784 771
Committee Paul Szilard 9925 0812

Committee Stuart Plant 9909 2509

Competition Manager shared - Paul Szilard & Michael O’Shea
OTHER ROLES

Presentation team Phil Brighton, lan Howard, Stuart Plant,
Editor Electronic Eye Margaret Tulloh 9451 9718

Web Master Ruskin Spiers & Paul Szilard

Publicity Officer Stuart Plants

Team Coordinator Ruskin Spiers

Please address all correspondence for Committee Action to:
The Secretary,

Sydney Video Makers Club,

P.O. Box 1185,

CHATSWOOD NSW 2057




